
NSHA / IWK Microbiology Syphilis Testing Algorithm
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· Current Infection (early primary, 
late-latent or tertiary) or

· Previous syphilis infection (need 
to determine if patient has been 
treated) or

· False positive (yaws, pinta, etc)

· Current infection (primary, 
secondary or Latent) or

· Previously treated infection            
(if there is not a 4x rise from the 
last RPR) or

· False positive – possible but less 
likely if titre >1:32

NOTE: The clinical indication and 
pretest likelihood (presence of risk 
factors or symptoms) must be taken 
into account when interpreting 
Syphilis testing. 
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